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HAWAII'S SEA TURTLES

Hawzaii's Sea Turtles

Three speches of sea turtles ane considensd native o Hawaii green
hiavwkshall, and leatherback. Two other species, the leggerhead and
olive Fidley, ane sometimes observisd i Hawaitan waters, The life

SEMTY O S turtles is unkmown, They erow very slowly in the wild

LI FTEESE

amd take an average of 25 years to reach sexual maturiby, Sea turtbes

are important o the culture and environmaeent o Hawaid, They ane

Featured m Hawaitan mvthology and |1|-:r.-p||'. |'-hw-, and as aemsakng

Ipersonal famaly gods and guardians)
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Crreen Sea Turtle

The ereen sea turtle s e most commaon sea turtle in Hawaiian
walers, [ feeds on marine plants in shallow coastal waters

throughout the islands, Green sea turtles ane primarily vegetar

iam andd eal a

b groawing underwater on coral rects

and rocks in shallow coastal waters. These turtles grow to an
asdiult bresding sixe of 200 pounds or more. Hawaii's green sea

furtles migrate once ¢very 2-5 vears across hundneds of mdibies of

open aoean o mate and nest in the Morthwestern Hlawaiian
Islandds at rsolsted French Prigabe Shoals. Although Hawaii's
green burthe populatbon has increased in recent yoars, groen sea
artles livimg in certain areas ane currently subtering from
'|-"'.'r'..'_: rliomid, o dizease that cawses fibrows growths on the eves,
nirck, Hippers, and in the mowth, [t believed to be cansed by a

viras, and can e fatal to urtles
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Hawkshill

Thee b kshill i also native to Hawail, This speces is critically
endangered and it is believed that very few of these turtles remain
i our island waterz, Hawksbills nest on a fow small sand beaches
o thee “IL Island, Maui, Molokal, and Oaha, Thess areas a

v el y imiportant halsitat for hawksbtll furibes. Mature haswkes-
bills measure about three feet bong and weigh up to 200 pounds.
Hawkabills use their long. narrow beaks o probe for food. Hawks-
bills feed on invertebrates, including some sponges that ane boxic to
it other aniowals, The msat of some hawkshbills is poksabLS B0
hmans
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Leatherback

[ b leathirrback is the wiorld's |.Ir:,:|'\-l turtle andd can ZrOA WP ko

cight fret bomg and welgh up to 2,000 pounds, Leatherback
rtles ane seven regulardy in Hawaii's .I-.-:-_'.'- offshiore waters,
whiere thiey feisd om |.L':|l. I|'-:'| .1||.L! ||::'|._'r |'.|l..|'r|.,'|lr.'\.ll_'- LizatRer-
backs do not normally nest on Hawaii's beaches, .||'.!|-.-u;.;!| a

rare nesting of a leatherback was documented on Lanad in 1997
{Unbartunately, the eges were inbertibe.) The beatherback is thee
only sea turtle species that lacks a hard shell
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Threats

hocidental Capture, espey ially in gillpets

Lallision with boats

| :I'-r-.-|'-.'||'-:l:|-|1'|.| wirnis in green sea turles

Haksitat |.|-.'|;r.1-.|.|t:|l|1

Human disturbance of nesting areas

legal capiure and killing

Sanne debris
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